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7. Did.lll}y Dalc
10. Chuck Bale
11. Alan Seegert
12. John Bowman

Responses follow the comments below. Many of the comments are paraphrased or
summarized from the original comments.

GAP FONSI ERRATA.max



The NPS agrees that both the need for gravel and the use of gravel should be held to high
standards for sustainability. There should also be no adverse impacts to road character

WILLFIIT U SIEFHJicuri, ridtoric, Ur dciive wWillile riduiiidt. 1rne witliilje riduiul urid
populations in the Moose Creek Terrace area are described in the EA on page 4-27, and
the impacts at that site are summarized on pages 4-29 and 4-30 for alternatives 3 and 4.
The additional loss of about 3 acres of wildlife habitat and the one mile of additional
improved road and associated truck traffic would result in minor impacts to wildlife and

their habitat in the park. For this reason the Moose Creek Terrace is consistent with this
criterion.
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North Face Corner site shows it does not meet this criterion and for this reason it should
be removed from further consideration. Technically the Moose Creek Terrace site does

The NPS plans to reclaim the North Face Corner this fall and next summer. The NPS will
not revisit this site unless there is strong local public support to do so.
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2. National Parks and Conservation Association (NPCA)
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The NPS will re-evaluate the Forest View site for the next planning period by testing
gravel quality and assessing in more detail the potential impacts to wetlands, scenic

oounaary o] rodd Segimeriny Y dnd 1V (Vi ov, LA JIZUre 1.£), Oul ine idrygesi juresecuuie
projects are at MP 70-72 (best served from Beaver Pond at MP 70) and the Kantishna
Airstrip and Kantishna Road segment rehabilitations (MP 89-93 best served from
Downtown Kantishna at MP 91, see Frontcountry EIS appendix C and EA appendix A.)
We are not convinced the Forest View site is needed during this planning cycle, but it
may well be needed when other west end projects are identified...
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public needs Jor access over the life of the plan.

NPCA-7 states the NPS should keep maintenance needs at a minimal level while keeping
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3 Denali Citizen’s Council (DCC)

DCC-1 questions the NPS estimated 10-year need for 375,000 CY of material and
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admits, however, that the impacts to caribou are a function of the herd size. The draft
Spruce Creek EIS determined that the Moose Creek Route would have disturbed about 10

1 ruori L.uurur_y ALA, WIHILTE IFIUILUIEW Lrie INIL O WUM&“J{! S UIUVELEEFL TREEFLET LEE TTIUILET LULDY TiEEWD
at the western end of the park road from private lands or previously disturbed sites in the
Kantishna area before pursuing gravel extraction and processing along Moose Creek.
This EA tiers from direction established in the Front Country EIS. The NPS recognizes

The NPS developed alternative 2 “maximum flexibility/short hauls” with this goal in
mind. This alternative included 8 extraction sites and one temporary processing site.
Unfortunately this alternative resulted in more truck miles than alternatives 4 or 5
because processing of material from the Camp Ridge site would need to be hauled to
North Face Corner or Downtown Kantishna until that area is enlarged enough to hold
processing equipment. Also, half of the source sites are located near Kantishna, but this

Lii danicia hanaina saansan B R T N T B A s L L R T T v,

2o Nsimnls.

4. Alaska Wildland Adventures (AWA)

ix
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reinforced as necessary and appropriate before transiting the area with numerous heavy
gravel trucks. The NPS agrees it should work closely with ADOT to coordinate road and
airstrip projects in the Kantishna area. As noted above, gravel from NPS sites must be
used only for NPS administrative purposes. Maintaining the Denali Park Road through
the Kantishna area would be classified as an administrative purpose, and a memorandum
of agreement with the ADOT covers maintenance on the State ROW section. Cooperation
to provide funding for a reconstruction project is being discussed by DOI, ADOT and
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PS-5 states the NPS evaluation of the North Face Corner site expansion impact on scenic
values as moderate is in error and should be described as “significant to extreme.”
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RS-2 expressed concern that the road be improved only to a condition of adequate safety
and not so improved to encourage faster travel of more day trips.

The NPS agrees this is the goal. See also responses to AWA-6.
RS-3 recommends the NPS implement only phase | of alternative 4 or 5 in the EA and

seek additional material needs at the western end from either Beaver Pond or Forest View
for phase 2.

9% Nancy Bale (NB)
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external sources for road segments 1-3 and Teklanika Pit mostly as a stockpile
site and emergency gravel source;

East Fork River and Toklat River as sustainable sources for mid-sections of the
road; and

Beaver Pond, Boundary, Downtown Kantishna, and Kantishna Airstrip (for

airctrin nraiterte anlv )
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The NPS agrees in part. See response to DWC-2. The NPS agrees use of Moose Creek
Terrace would impact an important visitor use area. This site is not visible from any
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returned to the road structure and surface and a widening in places where grading has
lowered the road surface. Much material is lost beyond the reach of grading equipment,

TIECARFERRERTE BFEL LU 1 LFEE T WLELE LUTE R LA LEREU/TE. 4 W LUTERIET BLBEUTE /7 AL EL LD UL L 1 LOprUiiae B

DCC-2.
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11. Alan Seegert (AS)

park.

The McKinley Bar is well within the Denali Wilderness with no motorized access
available. Use of this site would take and act of Congress, which is not likely.

JB-1 askKs e NEd 10 Consiacr Weignt 11mits 10T Venicies ana use antl aust appiicanons.

See responses to NPCA-7, DCC-2, and NB-6.

identified the Moose Creek Terrace as a potential future gravel source in the Kantishna
area so long as other private sources and previously disturbed sites were first exhausted.
The NPS is sensitive to this issue, however, and for this and other reasons the NPS will
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DB-3 asks NPS to eliminate North Face Corner and Moose Creek Terrace from the
phased plans and consider spacing source sites more evenly along the park road.

heaviest vehicles are probably loaded gravel trucks, particularly 18-yard side dumps
used by contractors. The NPS plans to expand its use of dust palliatives once

Xviil
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environmental studies are completed and monitoring of effects is established. Road
construction designs are addressed in the Front Country EIS. See also responses to

Xix
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